
Before  the 

FEDERAL COMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

Washington, DC 20554 

 

 

 

In the Matter of                                                             ) 

        ) 

Annual Assessment of the Status of Competition        )       MB Docket No. 07-269   

in the Market for the Delivery of Video Programming   ) 

     

COMMENTS OF THE CITY OF SOUTH PORTLAND. 

 

These Comments are filed by The City of South Portland, Maine  in response to the Further Notice of Inquiry (“Further 

Notice”) released April 21, 2011 in the above-entitled proceeding.  In addition to providing fact specific information about 

our community, the City of South Portland files these comments in support of the Comments of the Alliance for 

Community Media and the National Association of Telecommunications Officers and Advisors.  The City of South 

Portland  also wishes to congratulate the Federal Communications Commission (“Commission”) for recognizing that 

Public, Educational and Governmental (“PEG” or “public access”) channels constitute "public interest programming." 

(Further Notice at ¶ 21 n. 63)   

 

PEG Programming in Our Community 

 

 The City of South Portland is a City with a population of 23,300, swelling to over 60,000 in the Summer.  Our franchised 

cable provider is Time Warner Cable of Maine and our community has public, educational and governmental (“PEG”) 

channels provided as part of our locally negotiated franchise agreement pursuant to our state’s video franchising law.    

 

CHANNELS:  For the past 20 years we have had: one public/governmental access channel, one educational channel, and 

one regional non-profit community television channel. These channels are located on the providers basic tier of service 

and extra equipment is not required to view these channels at this time. There are sources available to track the availability 

of PEG programming and changes to PEG availability through the Community Television Association of Maine. 

www.ctamaine.org   

 

Community television channels are important in our community because they provide in-depth local programming that is 

not available on the commercial channels. For example, our Public Access Channel, SPC-TV, schedules more than 50 

programs of local community interest per week. This is several times the amount of local programming provided by all 

three commercial network stations combined. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Tony Vigue, Manager 

South Portland Community Television 

25 Cottage Road 

South Portland, Maine 04106 

(207) 767-7615 

http://www.ctamaine.org/

